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Ex. Officio
· Karen Bogucki


Ex. Officio
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Ex. Officio

Call to Order: 
Michael Hatten called the meeting to order at 10:30 am; deferring to Mr. Al Dawkins, host and Director of The Culinary Academy of New York to welcome the participants.  Mr. Hatten acknowledged the presences of Dr. Thomas Reimer, SED Associate, the return of Lisa Harris from the Consumer Protection Board to the Council, and asked the remaining individuals to introduce themselves.   
Minutes: 
Michael Hatten made a motion; seconded by Vincent Ferrara to accept the January 24, 2007 Minutes as prepared by Bill Kahn of GBI; accepted unanimously.  Carole Yates will have them posted on the SED website.
Overview of Agenda:
Presented by Michael Hatten.
   Follow-up/Open Items:
Carole Yates, BPSS Director, presented an update and status report regarding issues in several areas.  SED has been given approval to move forward in making personnel assignments due to promotion. Recently, a clerk has been hired which should have a significant impact on the school application and licensing process.  In addition, a curriculum assistant has been promoted from within. The new BPSS computer system continues to be developed.  It may however, be several years before it is fully functional. Director Yates indicated that it was very troubling that unapproved home healthcare programs are proliferating throughout the state. There are currently several investigations in this and other areas which will take much time and effort to resolve.

Rabbi Barash reported on the progress to identify and approve candidates for open Advisory Council voting membership positions.  Eleven seats are available.  Several names had been submitted and will be reviewed by a sub-committee.  These individuals have all indicated a desire and willingness to actively contribute their time to strengthening the Council.  Applicants include: Randy Rock, Anthony Civitano, Terry Zaleski, and Preeti Torres. The appointment process, which includes a background check, can take up to six months. 
Council Member Comments:
Michael Hatten opened a broad discussion on access to postsecondary education for Ability-To-Benefit students.  The initial focus was on justifying the raising of admissions test scores and the rationale relating to equating cut-off scores to grade-level equivalence. Dr. Reimer stated how critical it is to gather data from individual schools which demonstrate the relationship between ATB test scores and successful outcomes.  Mr. Hatten suggested that several factors must be considered relating to appropriate entrance requirements.  Department of Education regulations stress the need to consider individual background, environmental aspects, and academic achievement, as it relates to ATB entrance requirements. Two recent graduates from Global Business Institute were introduced and shared their success stories.  Both individuals would have been excluded from enrolling if the test score had been raised by one point in just one of the three required academic areas.  Richard Crance, Franklin Career Institute, distributed data which demonstrated that there is no substantial evidence from his student sample that higher CPAt scores reflect a greater prospect of graduation.  Mr. Michael Pistori added: “How do we gauge [individual] motivation” Vincent Ferrara commented that based on a show of hands only three TAP funded schools present were impacted by the issue. Mr. Hatten reiterated that the issue of access to postsecondary education is something that affects all institutions, regardless of their entrance requirements.
Audience Comments & Questions:
Patrick DiRenna of Digital Film Academy discussed steps the Advisory Council might take to form an industry “watch dog” relationship with BPSS to identify and help build cases against unlicensed schools.  He proposed the formation of an “Unlicensed School Closure Fund” to hire an investigative team.  Dr. Steve Salvatore commented that the biggest problem is that there are no consequences for opening an unlicensed school and once you are caught, you can simply apply.  There was a strong consensus to form an unlicensed school committee to spearhead efforts to address this continuing problem.
Monica Borden, BPSS Licensing Coordinator, announced the Northeast Regional Accreditation Fair in Boston on April 25th.  It is open to a limited number of participants; anyone interested in attending are encouraged to contact her immediately.
Next Meeting Date:

The next meeting will be scheduled for July 18, 2007, in Albany. 
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