
 

   

 

 

 

 

SRC Quarterly Minutes 
June 8, 2016 
 Hilton Garden Inn, Troy, NY 

In Attendance Day One 
Shain Anderson, Michelle Barlow, Debora Brown-Johnson, LaWanda Cook, Paul Czech, Greg Danis, Alan Gallagher, Carol 
Ginster, Michael Godino, Howard Gross, Julie Hovey, Michael Irwin, Martha Jackson, Robert Linton, Jennifer Machucki, 
Joann Marshall, Patricia Mazzariello, Sophie McDermott, Ceylane Meyers-Ruff, Erica Molina, Joan Parker, Roger Purdy, 
Lourdes Rivera-Putz, Tonya Robinson-Mayer, Lisa Rosano-Kaczkowski, Fredda Rosen, Bill Schultz, Amy Steiner, Joseph 
Tedesco, Chad Underwood, and (by phone) Helene Fallon, Michael Peluso, Beatrice Schmidt, and Craig Wolfson.  

What Discussion and Outcome 
Call To Order & Michael Irwin, SRC Chair, called meeting to order; attendance and introductions took place. 
Welcome 

Review and Approve March quarterly minutes were reviewed and Erica Molina noted that the DRNY/ CAP web address was 
March Minutes incorrect. Correct address will be emailed to all and minutes will be updated for the final web posting. 

Motion to approve: Howard Gross; Seconded - Paul Czech.  Minutes approved 

Review Action items Action items: None 
Public Comment Public comments: None 
Executive Committee 
Report 

Michael Irwin, SRC Chair; Lawanda Cook, SRC Co-Vice Chair; and Tonya Robinson-Mayer, 
SRC Co-Vice Chair   

ACCES-VR & SRC 
Common Priorities 

Combined State Plan 

Committee 
Reminders/Outcomes 

Common Priorities will be reviewed and discussed as part of each committee’s 2016 work plans.   
Committees were reminded that the Annual Report needs to be completed by the end of the calendar 
year. Drafts will be reviewed in September. 

Combined State Plan 
The Combined State Plan was submitted to the federal government on April 1, 2016.  Feedback was 
shared at the last meeting. 

Committees were reminded to review 2016 work plans. 
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2017 Membership LaWanda Cook provided a membership update. Two members are leaving the Council in December as 
well as the need to fill specific council representation slots including a vocational rehabilitation 
counselor, a representative of a Native American Vocational Rehab program, and a member who will 
represent NYSILC. 

Statewide Transition Amy Steiner, Mgr., Statewide Transition and Youth Services (TAYS), ACCES-VR 
and Youth Services Carol Ginster, Senior Transition VR Counselor, ACCES-VR 
(TAYS) Team Update 

Structure and initial focus of the TAYS team was reviewed. The percentage of youth on VR caseload 
has increased over the past 5 years to almost 50%.  Team focus continues on 5 core goals: Engage, 
Improve, Collaborate, Substantiate, and the new goal, Integrate.  Strategies and accomplishments in 
core goas were discussed as were future direction.  This included the role of the Community 
Employment Specialists. 

The development of Youth Action Plans for each ACCES-VR District Office and Statewide was 
discussed. The 10 Statewide work projects that the TAYS team will be working on for this year was 
presented. 

http://www.acces.nysed.gov/vr/transition-and-youth-services 

Committees Meet All committees met individually in breakout sessions until end of day. 

SRC Quarterly Minutes 
June 9, 2016 
 Hilton Garden Inn, Troy, NY 

In Attendance Day Two 
Shain Anderson, Michelle Barlow, Debora Brown-Johnson, LaWanda Cook, Paul Czech, Greg Danis, Alan Gallagher, 
Carol Ginster, Michael Godino, Howard Gross, Julie Hovey, Michael Irwin, Martha Jackson, Robert Linton, Jennifer 
Machucki, Joann Marshall, Sophie McDermott, Liam McNabb, Erica Molina, Joan Parker, Roger Purdy, Lourdes Rivera-
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Putz, Tonya Robinson-Mayer, Lisa Rosano-Kaczkowski, Fredda Rosen, Bill Schultz, Kevin Smith, Joseph Tedesco, 
Chad Underwood, and (by phone) Helene Fallon, Michael Peluso, and Craig Wolfson. 
What Discussion/Outcome 
Call To Order & 
Welcome 
Member Introductions 

Michael Irwin, SRC Chair, called meeting to order; attendance and introductions took place. 

ACCES-VR Update 
Reports & Dialogue 
 Regents Action 

Update 
 WIOA – Update 
 Combined State 

Plan 
 Strategic 

Planning 
Implementation 

Kevin Smith, ACCES Deputy Commissioner 
Debora Brown-Johnson, ACCES Assistant Commissioner 

Kevin discussed changes that have taken place within New York State Education Department and 
that there are changes in leadership from the top down.  He highlighted the appointment of the new 
Board of Regents Chancellor Betty A. Rosa and her leadership role with the Regents. 
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/ 

Kevin also discussed the Career Development Occupational Studies (CDOS) Commencement 
Credential and noted that it is included in the 4 plus 1 program 
(http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways) that was approved by the Board of Regents.  He 
is continuing to work with the Office of Adult Education on the Pathways Program. 

Debora Brown-Johnson gave an update on the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
and noted that the joint plan had been submitted. The RSA (Rehabilitation Services Administration) 
has given notice that they will hold 3 regional meetings, having divided up the country with different 
dates. New York State’s meeting (among others states) will be held on August 9, 2016.  Two 
representatives from each State agency will attend and stake holders will also be permitted to attend. 
RSA is expected to discuss the specifics of WIOA, including the subminimum wage and the impact 
this will have.  Debora will keep the SRC informed regarding this meeting. 

Debora then gave an update on Core Rehabilitation Services (CRS).  The proposed time line has 
been extended. They are including an evaluation process that needs to be implemented. 

Debora spoke on the Strategic Plan implementation and noted that the Quality Assurance Unit (QA) 
will be conducting a review of the “phase one” offices and the process. The original strategic plan 
steering committee will be reconvened in September 2016 at a meeting in Albany. 
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She also noted that the budget for the next fiscal year included staffing.  All ACCES District Offices 
(DO) will now have DO Managers instead of assistant managers in those offices that currently have 
them. There will be a creation of a Regional Business Manager title and ACCES-VR has been able 
to backfill positions. 

ACCES-VR Public Joseph Tedesco, ACCES-VR Statewide Business Relations Coordinator, gave a presentation on 
Communications and    ACCES-VR Business Relations. He discussed the new advertising initiatives and that all materials 
Business Relations have been updated to include current information.  Joe also noted that new promotional items had 

been shipped to all the District Offices and passed out examples of these items to the Council 
members. He discussed the 2015 ad campaign that ended in April of 2016, before showing the latest 
ACCES-VR marketing video that is under development. The video highlighted an ACCES-VR 
Queens District Office client who with the help of his VRC at the Queens DO has been working as a 
line cook at the 4 star restaurant Del Posto owned by Mario Batali, Joe Bastianich, Lidia Bastianich 
and partner/Executive Chef Mark Ladner.  

Interagency Updates  The SED (State Education Department) Advisory Council on Postsecondary Education for 
Students with Disabilities:  Roger Purdy 
The advisory council has extended their membership terms and is looking at data collection 
for short and long term goal planning. 

 NYSILC (NYS Independent Living Council) - Chad Underwood 
NYSILC met in April and have another meeting planned for June. He noted that the 3 year 
plan for the ILC’s (Independent Living Centers) is to increase their capacity. He also noted 
that there is an “Adopt a Youth” seminar that will be held.  Chad then stated that the ILCs are 
looking to integrate data from all of the data bases to get a better picture of what they are 
doing. 

 DRNY/CAP-Erica Molina 
Erica noted they had filled a job opening that she discussed at the March quarterly meeting 
but they still have a Cap Advocate position available in Rochester. 

 TRAID/AH-Lisa Rosano-Kaczkowski 
Lisa noted that there is an agreement with ACCES-VR to provide assistive technology to 
individuals. They are currently contacting the various centers to see what is needed. 

 OMH (NYS Office of Mental Health)-Liam McNabb 
Liam discussed the collaboration with ACCES-VR on the rollout of service delivery under 
managed care. 

 NYSED Office of Special Education-Sophie McDermott 
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Sophie noted that they are undergoing leadership changes and discussed transition services 
and how they operate. The agency is trying to provide CDOS grants to improve the 
infrastructure of schools to allow the CDOS credential to be available to all students as part of 
the Pathways to Education Program. 

 DOL (Department of Labor) DEI (Disability Employment Initiative) - Alan Gallagher 
Alan provided a report on his agency’s activities. 

 NYSCB (Commission for the Blind) - Julie Hovey 
Julie discussed the Business Enterprise Program via SUNY as they will take over the 26 
campuses vending machines and provide services. Julie will submit information via email for 
any member that wants to get more information on this program. 

SRC Business 

Committee Reports 

Michael Irwin, SRC Chair & Full Council  
The ongoing joint collaboration with the NYS Commission for the Blind’s SRC was discussed and 
Mike updated the Council on the last conference call.  The next joint meeting will be held on July 12, 
2016 to continue the discussions. 

Committee Reports: 
 QAI Committee - Chad Underwood gave an overview of the QAI and noted that Patricia 

Mazzariello, the ACCES Liaison, would be leaving following the June meeting and thanked 
her on behalf of the committee for her great work as liaison. 

 Transition Committee -Tonya Robinson-Mayer discussed summer projects and the transition 
presentation from day one of the meeting.  The Committee has a proposal to ask for open 
dialogue on the Combined State Plan. 

 Workforce Development Committee - Bill Schultz reviewed the committee’s 2016 priorities 
and the strategies they have developed around this.  Also reviewed was the employment data 
from DOL and ACCES-VR. 

 Policy Committee (PPC) - Joann Marshall stated that the PPC would be tabling their 
recommendations until after the WIOA August 9 meeting. 

4.2 Recommendations None 
Meeting Adjourned Motion to adjourn: Howard Gross 

Seconded: Paul Czech 
All in favor – meeting adjourned. 
Next SRC Quarterly meeting is scheduled for September 14-15, 2016 at the 
Hilton Garden Inn (Albany Med), 32 New Scotland Ave, Albany, NY 12208   

Approved Sept 14, 2016 


