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The undersigned was designated by The State Education Department/Qffice of Adult Career and
Continuing Education Services — VR (hereinafter, "ACCES” or “the Agency™) to serve as Impartial

Hearing Othcer in the matter above.

Due notice thereof having been given, a hearing was opened on March 20. 2015 at the_
District Office of ACCES —VR.._Street.-, New York - The hearing
was scheduled to begin at 11:00 am. ACCES was represented by_ Esq. -
_— and _ attended on behalfof ACCES. The Petitioner,
_ was present and he was represented by_ Esquire. _
E:sq. and _attended on behalf of the Mr.-.

Opening Statements

The Agency stated, through Counsel, that the Consumer first came to the Agency in March 2013, He
met with VR Counselor for the first time in April 2013. The Consumer and the Counselor, -
- could not agree on an IPE during their initial discussions. One reason that kept the
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Consumer and the Counselor from reaching a meeting of the minds for establishing the Consumer’s
preferred employment goal of becoming a welder was 2 back condition that the Consumer self-
reported during his application process. When the Consumer later reported to the Agency that his
back problem was resolved the Agency wanted him to attend some “informational sessions” with
active welding concerns so that the Consumer could have a better understanding of what work as a
welder would require. Counsel for the Agency stated that a written administrative review decision

memorialized the Agency’s determination to deny sponsorship for a welder’s training program until

the Consumer attended a requisite number of informational sessions.

The Consumer stated. through Counsel, that he agreed with the history provided by the Agency in the
Agency’s opening statement. He also stated that the Consumer attended three “informational

interviews™ since the administrative review; and that the Consumer had met all the conditions that the
Agency required. He further stated that the Consumer had applied for and been accepted by the-

program; and, that the Consumer was seeking financial sponsorship for the program.

Issue

During discussions related to defining the issue for the hearing the parties requested a recess wherein
the Consumer could provide the Agency with documentary proof of attendance at the informational
sessions and admission to the -program. The application for the recess was granted so the

parties could agree on the issue that would be decided.
Discussion

After a prolonged recess the parties announced that they had reached a settlement. The terms of the
settlement were memorialized on the record. All parties stipulated agreement on the record as to the
terms as recited and recorded 1n the record. The matter was closed and the matter was dismissed on

the record after the parties stipulated to the terms of the agreement and dismissal of the claim.
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Decision

The parties shall adhere to the terms of the settlement which are memorialized in the record. The case

1s closed and dismissed with prejudice.

Dated: . New York
April 17,2015 —

Impartial Hearing Officer

An Original or Copies of this Decision were mailed to:

Esq. Patricia Mazzariello
Client Assistance Program ACCES VR

89 Washington Ave. — Room 560
Albany, New York 12234
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ACCES VR

District Office Manager
ACCES VR
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